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SOAP up and get ready… 

The official newsletter for the Australian Society of Physician 

Assistants 

 The Annual General Meeting of Members (as 

per our model rules) is planned for Monday 15th 

July 2013. 
 

All committee positions will be open so we will 

be asking for nominations shortly. Please 

consider joining to help the profession grow. 

 

The full details of the Annual General Meeting 

will be announced over the next couple of weeks. 
 

  

Professional Registration is one of the most important 

processes required for the introduction of PAs into the 

Australian Health Workforce.  Presently the title 

Physician Assistant (or similar) is not protected and can 

be used by any person. The ultimate goal is for 

Physician Assistants to become registered through the 

Australian Health Practitioners Regulation Authority 

(AHPRA). 

Some States have shown interest, however State 

Registration would be some time away. 
 

In the interim ASPA is supporting the introduction of 

a voluntary register. The name of this registry board is 

Australasian Physician Assistant Registration Board. 

Presently three PAs have been appointed to the Board; 

the board will be open to PAs practising in Australia 

and New Zealand. 

 

PA Professional Registration 

Issue #002 

May 2013 

Contents: 

1-2 

3 

2 

 

Closer ties between 

ASPA and ACRRM  

            HWA Conference 2013 

  …get the soap 

PA professional Register 

 

3-4 
PA introduction in Australia and NZ 

4-5 
PA Courses in our Region 

5 

 

Save the Date! 
PA Title 

 



 2 

Appointed Members of Board 

include; 

Chair: Salvador Ochoa-Portillo 

Member: Ron Hasting 

Member: Sean Balkin 

Medical Practitioner: TBA 

Community Member: TBA 

 

Recruitment of a medical 

practitioner and community 

member is presently underway. 

 

There is still some feedback from 

key stakeholders being reviewed. 

Once the feedback is examined, this 

may result in some minor changes 

to the proposed framework for PA 

Registration. 

 

When the registration framework is finalised, PAs will then be 

invited to apply for registration. 

To view the Registration Framework, please see 

http://www.aspa-australianpas.org/registration_board.html  

 

Enquires: Salvador Ochoa-Portillo 

 

 

 

 

PA Professional Registration 

 

The annual HWA national conference is scheduled 

for November 18
th

-20
th

 2013 in Adelaide, South 

Australia. 

National health workforce planning, training and 

reforms are discussed throughout this conference. 

Further information regarding the conference can 

be found at https://www.hwa.gov.au/  

 

Health Workforce Australia National Conference 2013 

 

Continued from page 1 

http://www.aspa-australianpas.org/registration_board.html
https://www.hwa.gov.au/
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 Closer Ties Between ASPA & ACRRM 
 

 
 

Over the last year it has become clear to the ASPA committee that 

PAs, as such a small potential workforce, will require the resources 

and support from a larger medical organisation. 

 

As a result ASPA has commenced discussions with the Australian 

College of Remote and Rural Medicine to develop closer ties 

within a supportive environment. 

 

Presently there are a number of thoughts on the table. These are 

currently being collated into a Memorandum of Understanding.  

 

It is planned that any agreement between ASPA and ACRRM will 

put to members as soon as an outcome is finalised. 

 

PA introduction in Australian & New Zealand Workforces 

 
 

The PA concept was essentially given the go ahead by the Health 

Workforce Australia when they released their report last year. As we 

all know Government action is slow. 
 

ASPA has been in discussion with a number of Members of 

Parliament from a number of States. Although all have been positive 

and supportive, it appears that Queensland and Tasmania are the only 

two States making progress towards introducing PAs into their health 

workforce; 
 

Queensland 

ASPA is aware that Queensland Health has been working on 

frameworks to allow PAs to be introduced into their health networks. 

The time frame is not known at this stage. There has also been 

increasing interest from private practices in the PA concept. 

 

A recent extract from the Queensland Commission of Audit (Final – 

February 2013) concluded; 

......Queensland also has trialled physician assistants, with an 

evaluation of the pilot program in 2010 indicating positive 

results. These included contributing to improved system 

functioning through task delegation and streamlined patient 

processes, general acceptance by nurses and doctors who 

worked alongside them, and patient satisfaction with their 

care.  Given these demonstrated positive results, innovative 

workforce models such as the  physician assistant, nurse 

endoscopy and extended care paramedics should be expanded 

across Queensland. 
 

Presently Queensland is providing the most positive feedback for the 

introduction of a Physician Assistant Model. 
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 Tasmania 

Last year, a motion was passed through the Tasmanian 

Parliament to investigate the introduction of PAs into 

Tasmania by Paul (Basil) O'Halloran MP. At the time the 

Minister of Health, the Hon MichelleO'Byrne said she 

would support an evaluation of PAs into the Tasmanian 

Health Workforce. The motion was supported by all 

parties in the House of Assembly (Labor, Liberal, Greens 

and Independents). 
 

Unfortunately there appears to be no progress by the 

Department of Health. Paul O'Halloran is continuing to 

push for the introduction of PAs into Tasmania. If 

members have time, it would be reasonable to write to 

Minister O'Byrne and pose a question to her about the 

progress of PAs into Tasmania. 
 

For more information: 

http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/2013/04/health-minister-

stalling-on-vital-workforce-reform-zero-progress-on-

physician-assistant-study/  

 

 
Our President, Sandi Lear is presently enjoying a short break.  In the mean time, Andrew 

McDonell will be acting as President. Sandi will continue to monitor the progress of ASPA and 

give feedback when possible. 

Drug Regulation Changes In Queensland, 

South Australia And ACT 

Members have informed ASPA that there has been 

changes to drug regulations in Queensland, South 

Australia and ACT that allow "Physician's Assistants" 

(sic) to prescribe, administer and process medication 

while under the supervision of a medical practitioner. 

The regulations are written in a way that only allow PAs 

to practice with the approval of the CEO of a major 

health network. While ASPA applauds any move to 

allow PAs to practice, it is not clear how PAs will 

practice in Queensland, South Australia or ACT at this 

stage. 

 

New Zealand 

New Zealand is conducting a trial of four US trained 

PAs. This will be second cohort of PAs to be trialled in 

New Zealand. For further information see: 

http://www.healthworkforce.govt.nz/new-roles-and-

scopes/physician-assistant-role-in-new-zealand 

 

Continued from page 3 

PA Courses in our Region 
 

 
Presently there is only one University offering PA qualifications in Australasia and the Pacific Region. 

There are a further three that have PA courses on their "books" but are not offering these programs yet.  
 

There is one University offering a Doctor of Medical Science for certified/qualified PAs with a Master 

Degree via an Open University Model (i.e. Distance Education). 
 

Why is this important?  Universities undertaking accreditation of an educational program is a time 

consuming and costly exercise.  For Universities to accredit a program it means that it is preparing for 

an intake at some future day.  Under Australian Accreditation rules, a University must advertise a 

course for twelve months, this criteria is achieved by having a program displayed on the University 

website. 
 

All the Universities listed have met the advertising criteria.  This means, that once the time becomes 

right, the Universities can immediately introduce a Physician Assistant Program. 

 

President on leave 
 

 

http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/2013/04/health-minister-stalling-on-vital-workforce-reform-zero-progress-on-physician-assistant-study/
http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/2013/04/health-minister-stalling-on-vital-workforce-reform-zero-progress-on-physician-assistant-study/
http://mps.tas.greens.org.au/2013/04/health-minister-stalling-on-vital-workforce-reform-zero-progress-on-physician-assistant-study/
http://www.healthworkforce.govt.nz/new-roles-and-scopes/physician-assistant-role-in-new-zealand
http://www.healthworkforce.govt.nz/new-roles-and-scopes/physician-assistant-role-in-new-zealand
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James Cook University 
Bachelor of Health Science (Physician Assistant) - Only program offering PA qualifications for clinical practice 

in Australia. 

http://www-public.jcu.edu.au/courses/course_info/?userText=102010-#.UX4xK0pafTo 

 
  

  Edith Cowan University 
  Master of Medical Science (Physician Assistant) - No Applications are being accepted. 

   

http://handbook.ecu.edu.au/CourseStructure.asp?disyear=2011&CID=1488&USID=0&UCID=0&UID=0&Ver=1&

HB=HB&SC=PG 

 
  University of Adelaide 

  Master of Physician Assistant Studies - No Applications are being accepted. 

  http://www.adelaide.edu.au/degree-finder/2013/mpas_mphysas.html 
 
   University of Queensland 
   Master of Physician Assistant Studies. No Applications are being accepted. 

   http://www.uq.edu.au/study/program.html?acad_prog=5474 
 

St Michael University  

Doctor of Medical Science - Certified/Qualified PAs via Open University Applications Open. 

http://stmichael.ac/programs/doctorate-program/doctor-of-medical-science-physician-associates-physician-

assistants-clinical-associates/ 

 

Australian Society of Physician Assistants 

ASPA Incorporated, 24 The Esplanade Toolakea 4818, Australia. 

www.aspa-australianpas.org  

 

 

All photographs reproduced by the kind permission of the author. 

The ASPA Committee welcomes any feedback and correspondence from our members. 

Feedback should be addressed to the Secretary, ASPA via email: 

Secretary@aspa-australianpas.org 

SOAP is the official newsletter for the Australian Society of Physician Assistants (ASPA), any reproduction of content both written or implied is 

confidential and cannot be reproduced in any form without the express permission of the Editor. 

The survey can be found at; 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/T73H5P2 

The password to enter the survey is pa2013 

Members will be required to enter their name 

(first and last) and email. These will be used to 

validate the participants in the survey. If this is 

filled out incorrectly, then the survey will not 

count. The survey will close on Friday 7 June 

2013 at 2300 (11pm) AEST. 
 

Please note: This is NOT a vote to change the 

name of the profession, it is a survey of member's 

opinions. 

 

Continued from page 4 

Physician Assistant Title 
 

 
There has been feedback from members in regards to the name of our 

profession. Throughout the PA world discussion about the name of our 

profession is continuing. Recently a vote was held in the UK and the title 

of the profession was changed to Physician Associate. 
 

The PA profession is very new to Australia, and employment 

opportunities are rare. There have been many arguments put forward to 

maintain the present PA title and also to push for a name change. All are 

very valid. 

To gauge the thoughts of members ASPA is conducting a short survey. 

The survey should take no longer than five minutes and consists of three 

questions. 
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