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Physician Assistant meets with Minister during tour of South Burnett  
 
The Minister for Health Lawrence Springborg met with one of the state’s first Physician 
Assistants at the Kingaroy Hospital today.  
 
Mr Springborg visited the hospital as a part of his tour of the South Burnett.  
 
One of tour highlights was meeting with newly-recruited Physician Assistant (PA) David Ashard 
from the Cherbourg Hospital.  
 
PAs are members of a clinical team and are university, post-graduate educated. They work 
under the delegation of a supervising, registered medical practitioner.  
 
Mr Ashard started in his role on Wednesday, September 3.  Cherbourg Hospital previously took 
part in a trial of the concept, but this is the first time a PA has worked as a part of the team 
outside of the trial.  
 
“Changes to regulations came into effect late last year that have enabled Physician Assistants 
to safely work across their full scope of practice in Queensland,” Mr Springborg said.  
 
“In Queensland public hospitals, PAs can prescribe medication and order pathology tests and x-
rays. 
 
“Further work is being undertaken to investigate the service need of the role in other health care 
sectors.  Work is also being undertaken to identify support systems to roll out the position more 
broadly in Queensland.”  
 
Mr Ashard may work independently, under the delegation of the Cherbourg Hospital’s medical 
superintendent Dr Akua Agyeman.  
 
Although he is only a few weeks into his newly created role, Mr Ashard hopes to make a 
positive impact on the health of Cherbourg residents.  
 
“One of the benefits of working as a PA is that we are able to spend more time with patients, 
explaining treatment plans and how this treatment will impact on the patients’ health,” he said 
 
“The role enables medical doctors and specialists to prioritise their workload and focus on more 
specialised cases and junior doctor training.”  
 
Mr Ashard was a paramedic for 10 years before he decided to complete a Masters Degree 
through the University of Queensland’s School of Medicine to become a PA.  
 
His training included a three-month clinical rotation in the United States of America, where PAs 
have been a part of the medical system for more than 45 years.  



 

Mr Springborg also toured the Kingaroy Hospital visiting the renal unit, operating theatre and 
general wards.  
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