
  Australian Society of Physician Assistants 

www.aspa-australianpas.org  

Media Release 
 

Health Workforce Australia Report confirms Australia needs 
Physician Assistants 

  
Health Workforce Australia has released a long awaited report examining the introduction of 
physician assistants (PAs or physician associates) into the Australian health workforce.  The 
report confirms the need for physician assistants and supports the introduction of physician 
assistants into the Australia health workforce. 
 
In Australia, the first two groups of physician assistants graduated from the University of 
Queensland’s School of Medicine qualifying with a master’s degree.  The graduating groups 
were made up of experienced health care professionals including registered nurses, 
pharmacists, podiatrists, physiotherapist and paramedics (etc.). The majority of the graduating 
physician assistants had, on average, 10 years of professional clinical experience with post-
graduate qualifications prior to entering the rigorous medical program.  
 
The independent report commissioned by Health Workforce Australia has demonstrated that 
there is a place and a demand for physician assistants in Australia, particularly in rural, remote 
and regional locations. 
 
There have been two major trials of physician assistants in Australia and they both clearly 
demonstrated the positive contribution and improvements in access to medical services.  
 
The report confirmed that physician assistants improved productivity of other health 
professionals, particularly doctors.  Physician assistants provide safe and effective medical 
services alongside doctors leading to better patient care at reduced costs to health services.  
 
The report dismissed opponents to the physician assistant role: “Those who openly declared 
their opposition to introducing PAs in Australia were likely to advocate for the interests of 
existing professions”.  The report also confirmed that physician assistants would not threaten 
medical training places or other advanced practitioner roles.   
 
It has been over ten years since the concept of physician assistants was raised as one of the 
leading solutions to many of Australia’s health care problems. The time for talking is over, and 
it is time for action.  Governments need to introduce physician assistants into the Australian 
health care system on a permanent basis as a matter of priority.  There is no doubt that 
physician assistants will improve patient outcomes while delivering efficient and effective 
medical services to communities throughout Australia. 
 
For Further Information: 
 
Health Workforce Australia – Physician Assistant Report:  
http://www.hwa.gov.au/news-and-events/news/24-08-2012/physician-assistants-report-
released 
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