
Paul 'Basil' O'Halloran MP  

Member for Braddon 
Tasmanian Greens' Spokesperson for Health 

Tuesday, 26 September, 2012 

Tasmanian Greens Health Action Update 

Dear Friends, 

We have had an exciting development today with the Greens motion to look at introducing 

Physician Assistants into the Tasmanian Health System being passed through the Lower House 

with tri-partisan support. 

For more information about Physician Assistants and the benefits they could provide to the 

Tasmanian health system, please visit our website where we have posted a Fact Sheet and by all 

means please contact my office any time if you would like to discuss further. 

There have been many trials and studies done both within Australia and overseas which indicate 

that Physician Assistants can deliver greater health system efficiency, strengthen the existing 

health care delivery team and due to these factors provide much needed cost savings. 

The motion being passed today is fantastic news for Tasmanians; for those Tasmanians on elective 

surgery waiting lists, for those Tasmanians enduring lengthy stays in hospital Emergency 

Departments, and in particular for those Tasmanians who live in rural and remote areas. 

This is just the first step, and there is still much work to be done in engaging with stakeholders 

and promoting the potential benefits of Physician Assistants amongst these stakeholders. Any new 

concept needs to be introduced sensitively and in close consultation with stakeholders and the 

community and we encourage people to ask questions, become informed on the subject and 

become active in this public debate. 

The Greens are the only opposition party who have been able to put on the table constructive, 

meaningful solutions to Tasmania’s health system woes, and successfully have these motions 

passed through the House. 

In addition to the Physician Assistant motion today, I am pleased to inform you that the Greens’ 

Preventative Health motion was also recently passed through the Legislative Council, and will now 

come before the House of Assembly again for amendments to be passed. This will give rise to 

much needed reform to the way health care is delivered encouraging a greater focus on prevention 



and early intervention, and encourage all decisions of Government, across all departments, to be 

viewed through a health lens. 

The Greens will continue to drive innovative reforms to ensure that we can deliver high quality 

health services now and into the future. It is only through adjusting our health system to meet the 

changing needs of the community, that we will be able to put Tasmania’s Health System onto a 

sustainable and affordable footing. 

Further questions? 

Either myself or my Executive Assistant Caroline would be happy to talk you through any aspects 

of this letter or to hear any concerns you may have, at any time. We are always happy to receive 

constructive feedback to help guide our policies and actions. 

Our electorate office phone number is (03) 64298500. 

Follow my Facebook page, follow this link and click “like” 

Email:greensnorthwest@parliament.tas.gov.au 

Yours for a healthy future, 

Paul O’Halloran MP 

 

Tasmanian Greens Health Spokesperson 

 


